
Delivering
excellence
through
teaching

CfBT has been working in partnership with the 
Ministry of Education in Brunei Darussalam since 
1984 and was incorporated as a Bruneian company 
with local partners in 1998. CfBT is contracted to 
recruit, support and manage around 200 mother-
tongue teachers of English, mainly in primary and 
secondary schools, in support of the Ministry's 
bilingual Malay-English education policy. 

Through performance management and professional 
development programmes, CfBT strives to identify, 
measure and share effective classroom practice in 
order to raise standards of English and improve public 
examination results in Brunei. Our key projects are to 
assist the Ministry of Education with introducing a 
national pre-school English programme at the beginning 
of the education system, and initiatives to improve O 
Level English among upper secondary students.

CfBT Brunei Darussalam is part of the CfBT Education Trust group; a UK-based registered 
charity, founded in 1965, providing education for the public benefit worldwide. CfBT provides 
direct services to learners both within and outside schools, including teaching in the UK and 
overseas and careers guidance for young people and adults. We support governments to 
deliver education reforms; we train teachers and school leaders; and we reinvest surpluses in 
educational research and development projects. CfBT owns schools and nurseries in England 
and South Africa. We currently operate in over 20 countries, with permanent regional offices in 
Brunei, Kenya, India, Malaysia, Oman, Qatar and the UAE. 

Our project management services include teacher 
recruitment, briefing, orientation, accommodation, 
financial services, professional development, health 
and welfare support. Teachers and families are 
supported by 30 professional and administrative 
staff in offices in Bandar Seri Begawan as well as in 
other districts. Our teachers come mostly from the 
British Isles, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
South Africa.

    Early Years and Primary teachers 
    Secondary teachers
    teachers at Sixth Form Colleges
    advisers at the Curriculum Development
    Department
    teachers at Institute Tahfiz al Quran Sultan
    Haji Hassanal Bolkiah

Our aim is to provide value-for-
money, high quality education, 
which delivers equality of 
opportunity and access for all.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

In support of our goals to raise standards, CfBT runs 
an annual in-service programme for local and 
overseas teachers leading to the Cambridge In-service 
Certificate in ELT (ICELT).

We run regular workshops, programmes and sharing 
sessions with local colleagues and actively support 
the Brunei English Language Teachers’ Association 
(BELTA). CfBT also offers Malay language and 
Computer courses and supports distance learning 
Master’s degree programmes.

CfBT organises biennial ELT conferences with BELTA, 
supported by HSBC, Macmillan and the British Council. 
The theme of the 2005 National Conference, opened 
by His Excellency the Minister of Education, was 
‘Effective English Language Classrooms’. Around 500 
local and international educationalists attend these 
2-day events.

CfBT has a teachers' Education Centre in the capital 
and satellite centres in the Belait and Temburong 
districts with reprographic and computer facilities, 
well-resourced libraries, training rooms and self-
directed learning systems.
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TEACHING & LEARNING RESOURCES

CfBT is committed to materials production, both 
in-house publications and assistance with the 
following textbooks, workbooks and teachers’ books 
published by Macmillan for the Curriculum Development 
Department at the Ministry of Education.

    Upper Primary Geography course  
    Gateway to English - lower secondary course 
    Revised upper secondary English course (SEBD)
    Let's Write - secondary writing course  
    Revised Primary English course (PEBD)

In 2006, the Gateway to English website was 
launched by the Deputy Minister of Education.  
Developed by CfBT for Macmillan and the Ministry, 
it contains supplementary worksheets, stories, poems 
and exam practice for lower secondary students.

Several practice books to help prepare Bruneian 
students for primary and secondary English, 
Geography and Science examinations have also 
been written for Macmillan.

Learners Publishers (Singapore) have also 
published a number of CfBT books preparing 
students for O Level and tertiary education.
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EXAMINATION SERVICES

CfBT operates a centre for conducting international 
examinations in English language proficiency and 
on behalf of overseas universities and professional 
institutions.

Since 2005, CfBT has been the approved centre for 
the International English Language Testing System 
in Brunei, on behalf of Cambridge University, British 
Council and IDP Australia. IELTS assesses language 
proficiency and academic study skills required for 
admission to English medium tertiary study, as well 
as for professional or immigration purposes.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year CfBT provides a scholarship for a Bruneian 
pursuing a postgraduate qualification in the field of 
education or human resource development. The 
Queen Elizabeth II CfBT Education Scholarship 
was established in 1998. Since 2003, this has been 
offered as a prestigious Chevening Award.

There is a permanent exhibition of CfBT’s work at 
Bubongan Dua Belas, the former British Resident's 
house and part of the Brunei Museums Department, 
reopened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II during 
her 1998 state visit to Brunei Darussalam.

CfBT IN SE ASIA

CfBT’s Director South East Asia maintains a base 
in Brunei to oversee activities and development 
throughout the region.

CfBT has also maintained an office in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, since 1975. Current work with the Ministry 
of Education includes contracts to provide, manage 
and support 10 State and 20 District English Language 
Coordinators working with schools and teachers in 
rural areas, and 20 Project English Teachers working 
in residential schools. We are also working with state 
and royal foundations to provide teacher development 
projects to improve English in rural schools. Another 
project is the training and support our 4 Maths and 
Science lecturers provide in Matriculation Colleges.

CfBT’s work with the private sector includes high-level 
English language training courses and consultancy 
services. The most recent was a consultancy to 
establish an international school in Putrajaya. CfBT 
Malaysia is expanding its international schools portfolio 
in the region. We also provide consultancy in school 
governance, inspections and leadership training.  

CfBT manages donor-funded education projects in 
the region. Recent projects include teacher training, 
institutional strengthening and curriculum reform in 
Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos. We have also run 
intensive training courses in Brunei Darussalam for 
groups from the newer members of ASEAN.    


